
THE 
SUCCESSFUL 

CHURCH

Holly Seventh-day Adventist Church



Acts of the Apostles
Chapters 1-2



Luke 2:42
NKJV

“And they continued steadfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine and 

fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.



Luke 2:43
NKJV

“Then fear came upon every soul, 
and many wonders and signs 

were done through the apostles.



Luke 2:44
NKJV

“Now all who believed 
were together, and had all 

things in common,



Luke 2:45
NKJV

“and sold their possessions and 
goods, and divided them 

among all, as anyone had need.



Luke 2:46
NKJV

“So continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and 

breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their food with 

gladness and simplicity of heart,



Luke 2:47
NKJV

“praising God and having favor 
with all the people. And the Lord 
added to the church daily those 

who were being saved.”



Key #1

“They devoted themselves to 
the apostle's teachings”

“And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine . . . “ (verse 42)



Key #2

“They devoted themselves
to fellowship ”

“And they continued steadfastly  in . . . 
fellowship , in breaking of bread”

(verse 42)



Key #3

“They devoted themselves
to prayer”

“And they continued steadfastly  in . . . 
prayers.” (verse 42)



“The morning is the gate of the day, it 
should be immersed with prayer. Each end 

of the thread on which the day's actions are 
strung should be anchored in prayer. If we 
felt the majesty of life we should be more 

careful of its mornings. . . .

Morning by Morning
Charles Spurgeon

1834 - 1892



“He who rushes from his bed to his business and 
waiteth not to worship is as foolish as though he 
had not put on his clothes, or cleansed his face, 

and as unwise as though he had dashed into 
battle without arms or armor.

It is our privilege to bathe in the softly flowing 
river of communion with God, before the burden 

of the way begins to oppress us.“ 

Morning by Morning
Charles Spurgeon

1834 - 1892



Key #4

“Everyone was filled
with awe”

“Then fear came upon every soul,” 
(verse 43)



Key #5

“Many wonders and 
miraculous signs were done”

“many wonders and signs were done 
through the apostles.” (verse 43)



Key #6

“All the believers
were unified”

“Now all who believed were together.” 
(verse 44)



Key #7

“They had everything
in common”

“Now all who believed . . . had all things 
in common, and sold their possessions 

and goods, and divided them among all, 
as anyone had need.” (verses 44-45)



Key #8

“Every day they continued to 
meet together”

“So continuing daily with one accord in 
the temple,” (verse 46)



Hebrews 10:25
NIV

“Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit 

of doing, but encouraging one 
another - and all the more as you 

see the Day approaching.”



Key #9

“The early church
praised God”

“(They) praised God.” (verse 47)



Key #10

“they were respected and 
loved by everybody”

“ . . . having favor with all the people.” 
(verse 47)



“It is a bad world, Donatus, an incredibly bad 
world. But I have discovered in the midst of it 

a quiet and good people who have learned 
the great secret of life. They have found a joy 

and a wisdom which is a thousand times 
better than any pleasure of our sinful life. 

Cyprian
Bishop of Carthage

(200 – 258)



They are despised and persecuted, but 
they care not. They are masters of their 
souls. They have overcome the world. 

These people, Donatus, are Christians . . . 
and I am one of them.” 

Cyprian
Bishop of Carthage

(200 – 258)



The cause for failure in churches today:

1. The Unread Book

2. The Uninvited Friend

3. The Unbent Knee

4. The Unimpressed Soul 

5. The Unused Witness

6. The Unbroken Heart

7. The Ungiven Gift

8. The Unattended Pew

9. The Unhappy Member 

10. The Unrespected Saint 



When you come to church

 Enter Expectantly

 Greet Others Cordially

 Kneel Prayerfully

 Study Diligently

 Worship Reverently

 Give Generously

 Listen Attentively

 Leave Thoughtfully

 Share Truthfully

 And Come Back Regularly



Dr. John Fawcett

Wainsgate Chapel


